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Topic 3

Motor Carrier Information Section
What is a motor carrier?

How do you identify them?

Proper Recording

Potential Pitfalls
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� A motor carrier is the legal entity that directs an d controls 
the operation of one or more commercial vehicles. 

� A motor carrier can be a trucking company, a bus 
company or any entity that uses vehicles for commer cial 
purposes.

Motor Carrier Definition
"The business entity, individual, partnership, 
corporation, or religious organization responsible
for the transportation of the goods, property or 
people.”
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Definitions
For Hire Motor Carrier means: 
A person engaged in the transportation of 
goods or passengers for compensation.
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Not for Hire

"Not for Hire." Does it Matter?
No – this is still a Motor Carrier



80

Private Motor Carrier means: 
A person who provides transportation of 
property or passengers, by commercial motor 
vehicle, and is not a “for hire” motor carrier.

Definitions
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CHP 555D - Operating Category

Check the box indicating the category of 
operating authority for the carrier.
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Interstate Commerce means: Trade, traffic or transportation 
in the United States.

� Between a place in a State and a place outside of s uch
State (including a place outside of the U.S.)

� Between two places in a State through another State  or
a place outside of the U.S.

� Between two places in a State as part of trade, tra ffic or
transportation originating or terminating outside t he
State or the U.S.

� Carrier’s that operate interstate are required to h ave a 
US DOT Number.

Definitions
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Intrastate Commerce: 
� Used for a carrier that operates entirely within th e state

� Not required to have a US DOT Number in all states
� US DOT Numbers in the process of being assigned to 

Intrastate motor carriers in a number of states

� California requires all operators of “commercial mo tor vehicles” 
to apply for a CA number.

� Only carrier’s that do not have a 
USDOT number are required to 
display the CA Number

Definitions
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Operating Category
Not In Commerce – Government – This selection is used for 
any government vehicle whether it is operated by the local, 
state, or federal government.  In most circumstances, the 
government-owned vehicle will not have a USDOT Number.

Not In Commerce – Other Trucks - This selection is used for 
rental vehicles (e.g. - Uhaul, Ryder, Penske) that qualify by size 
(Over 10,000 lbs. GVWR/ GCWR) that are rented and operated 
by a private individual. 

Government Other Truck
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How to Record Motor Carrier Information for 
Qualifying Government-Owned Vehicles

• Enter the name of the entity responsible for the safe 
movement of the vehicle in the “Carrier Name” field.  
This could be the name of a Federal, State or Local 
government agency or school system. 

• Enter the street address, city name, state, zip code of 
the entity indicated above.

• Government trucks will often not have a US DOT#.
• In the “Operating Category ” section, mark the “Not In 

Commerce Government” box. 
• Record all other applicable truck/bus data
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How to Record Motor Carrier Information for 
Qualifying Trucks, Rented for Personal Use

• In the “Carrier Name” field, if the responsible party is 
a private individual, enter the word “Individual ” (Do 
not write his/her name).

• Leave blank the “Address” fields.
• Do NOT enter the US DOT # of the rental truck 

company, leave it blank.
• In the “Operating Category” section, mark the “Not 

In Commerce – Other Trucks (Over 10,000 lbs.)”
box. 

• Record all other applicable truck/bus data.
*Note: FMCSA recommends that if the investigating o fficer determines that 
the rental vehicle is being operated by a business entity then it is appropriate 
to record it as the carrier. 
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Identifying Motor Carriers in Crashes
• Most motor carriers can be identified through the company name and  

USDOT Number on the driver's side of the truck tractor or truck.

• At times, determining the motor carrier and recording the important 
information… USDOT#, Carrier Name and Address -- can be difficult!

• IT IS CRITICAL THAT ALL OF THE IDENTIFYING INFORMAT ION IS 
COMPLETE AND THE CARRIER’S FULL NAME (NO ABBREVIATION 
OR TRUNCATION) AND ADDRESS ARE RECORDED .
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FMCSA - Ticket Book/Visor Card
Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers
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Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers 

SIDE OF VEHICLE
In most cases, this is good for name 

and number. Look for a number preceded 
by the letters: USDOT--------
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Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers 

DON'T STOP
keep on looking -- The information on the 

side of the truck may not be the USDOT 
number, name or address of the 

responsible motor carrier.
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1. Is the vehicle leased or
rented?

2. Who is the motor carrier 
responsible for this load?

3. Who is directing and controlling the movement 
of this vehicle?

4. Where is the motor carrier's principal place of 
business?

DRIVER INTERVIEW

Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers
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SHIPPING PAPERS

SHIPPING PAPERS or BUS TRIP MANIFEST
provide the name of the motor carrier 

responsible for the load, but not the carrier’s 
USDOT number .

Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers
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Sample Bill of Lading - No USDOT #
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DRIVER'S LOG
Shows the name of the carrier and the city & state for the 

carrier’s principal place of business but no USDOT.

Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers
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LEASE AGREEMENT
Identifies the name of the lessee and their USDOT n umber.

Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers
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VEHICLE REGISTRATION

Generally good for identifying the owner or registr ant.
CAREFUL: This may not be the responsible carrier!

Steps to Identifying Motor Carriers



97

FMCSA'S "SAFER" website 
(http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/
CompanySnapshot.aspx)

is an excellent source 
for verifying a motor 

carrier's USDOT number, 
carrier's legal name, 
"doing business as" 

name, physical address, 
and telephone number.

Identifying Motor Carriers
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http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/CompanySnapshot.aspx
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Company Snapshot Example
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The CMV marking must display:
� Legal or a single trade name of the CMV

� Motor carrier ID number, preceded by “USDOT”

� If the name of any person other than the operating 
carrier appears…the name of the operating carrier 
must appear and be preceded by “operated by”

� Other identifying information may be displayed on 
the vehicle if it is not inconsistent with the 
information required

Marking of CMVs
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Problems in Identifying 
the Motor Carrier

• Multiple or Missing Markings on CMVs

• Leased CMVs (i.e., Ryder)

• Owner Operators who Lease Their 
Vehicles and Driving Services to Other 
Carriers

• Agents of Interstate Van Lines
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Multiple Sets of Information 
on Side of Vehicle
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Tractor Semi-Trailer with a load 
on highway and no Information
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Interstate Operator with 
No USDOT Number Displayed
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What's noticeable with this picture if 
both sides of the van look the same?
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Vehicle Registration



107

Decal Does Not Match DOT #
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Leased Commercial Vehicles
• Trip and long-term leasing can cause the names 

and numbers on door to be different from the 
names on the shipping papers (bill of lading).

• A company can lease a tractor(s) or the owner's 
services to pull its load with the company's trailer(s). 

• The carrier name and USDOT # on the driver's side 
of the tractor may be for the owner of the tractor(s), 
not the company responsible for the load. (This also 
applies to leased single-unit trucks.)
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• A short-term rental agreement for less than 30 days 
is required to be inside the vehicle.

• A carrier is required to have the carriers name and 
USDOT on the side of the vehicle within 30 days of 
a long-term lease.

• A company can extend a short-term (30 day) lease 
in an effort to keep from adding the company name 
and USDOT number on the vehicle. (Example: 
business entity rents a truck for 29 days, returns it, 
and then two days later rents it again.)

Rented & Leased Commercial Vehicles



110

Identification Example
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Identification Example
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Identification Example
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Identification Example
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Ryder can also 
be a Motor Carrier

Ryder Transportation 
Services leases its 
services to haul goods.

Ryder is the Motor 
Carrier and the US 
DOT# is for Ryder
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How can Ryder’s Truck 
Number be Used?

• The Ryder “truck number” is their unique number 
assigned to each truck or truck tractor.

• You can call Ryder’s regional office or national 
office and provide them with the assigned Ryder 
Truck Number and they can tell you the company 
or individual to whom the truck is leased.
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Leasing CMV and driver’s services
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Agents of Household Goods Carriers
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Agents of Household Goods Carriers
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Agents of Household Goods Carriers
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Is this an Interstate or Intrastate Move?
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Agent Example

Note - Meadows 
Van is not listed
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Examples Who is the Motor Carrier?
FMCSA Ticket Book/Visor Card


